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They need not be students or have academic careers. Members of
any age may apply with the understanding that living conditions
will be simple and may not be agreeable to anyone who cannot
tolerate summer weather without air conditioning or walk at least
a mile on uneven ground without assistance.  

The IVP is sponsored by the AGM 2003 Steering Committee
who wished to sustain the strong bonds of friendship fostered
with the Austen-related organizations during the development
and implementation of their AGM. If you would like to receive
an Application Form for JASNA’s IVP, please send your name,
address, email address (if any), and telephone number to:

JASNA’s International Visitor Program
c/o Kerri Spennicchia
520 East 72nd Street, #2-M • New York, NY 10021
kspennic@ix.netcom.com 

All completed applications must be received by March 31,
2009 for consideration. The IVP Committee will announce their
decision on or before April 30, 2009.  

2008 IVP:The Author Is In
By Sheryl Craig

I walked into the taxi station in Alton, England and, in my unmis-
takably American/Midwestern drawl, I requested a cab to take me
to Jane Austen’s house. The taxi controller paused, winked at the
assembled cab drivers and delivered his line with a straight face:
“Oh, I shouldn’t bother, Luv. She’s not in.” The room exploded in
laughter. When the noise died down, I managed a weak smile and
the rather meek reply that I didn’t expect she would be, but I wanted
to go to Chawton anyway. Later that afternoon, I had my revenge.  

After spending the day at Chawton Cottage, an experience that
only another Janeite could fully appreciate, I popped my now
obnoxiously perky self into the taxi office to announce, “You were
wrong. She was in.” The controller smiled and waved me away, but
I was only partly in jest. Jane Austen wasn’t exactly “in,” but she
wasn’t entirely absent either. Whenever I went to Chawton Cottage,
it always felt like Jane Austen had just stepped out, and the entire
staff at Jane Austen’s House Museum are devoted to maintaining
that ambiance. It was truly an honor to assist them when I could.  

Just down the road at Jane Austen’s brother’s house, now
Chawton House Library, I was prepared to be impressed by the
rare books collection, but I confess to being a bit overwhelmed
when Librarian Sarah Parry assembled a collection of early edi-
tions of The Mysteries of Udolopho, Cecilia, Elegant Extracts,
Romance of the Forest and Fordyce’s Sermons. Given my
research project, the library’s collection of conduct books was of
particular interest to me. The advice manuals that Librarian Jacqui
Grainger brought into Reading Room 2 are not available in
reprint, and I have yet to come across the same books in the
United States. At the end of my four weeks, I was proud to be
able to contribute my biography of poet Felicia Hemans to
Chawton House Library’s website.  

On our way north to the Peak District, we stopped at Stoneleigh
Abbey in Warwickshire, a great house that Jane visited and that
some believe may be the inspiration for Sotherton Court in
Mansfield Park–most notably due to similarities between the
Stoneleigh Abbey chapel and the description of the Sotherton
chapel. The Reverend Thomas Leigh, Mrs. Austen’s cousin,
inherited the estate in 1806, and Jane and her mother and sister
accompanied him for an extended visit at that time. 

Continuing into picturesque Derbyshire, we visited Chatsworth,
a magnificent estate dating back to the Tudor era. Many believe
that Jane had Chatsworth in mind when she described Pemberley,
and it was used for the exterior of Pemberley and for several inte-
rior scenes in the 2005 Pride & Prejudice. In the film, the south
front portrayed Darcy’s estate, rather than the west front familiar
to many from photographs of Chatsworth. The filmmakers also
incorporated the Painted Hall and Sculpture Gallery into
Elizabeth’s tour of the estate with Mrs. Reynolds.

Venturing further north into the Peak District, we made our way
to the final two estates in our grand tour: Lyme Park, which was
filmed as the exterior of Pemberley for the 1995 Pride and
Prejudice, and Sudbury Hall, used for the interior of Pemberley
in the same production. In the case of the latter, film doesn’t do
justice to the exquisite wood and plaster carvings and vibrant
painted ceilings. 

The 2008 JASNA Tour was an enlightening and uniquely satisfy-
ing pilgrimage, and the end of our adventure in Austen Country
came all too soon.  But, we left England with new insights, happy
memories, and an even deeper understanding of Jane Austen’s life
and her novels.

JASNA’s 2009 IVP
By Kerri Spennicchia

If your Austen-related research project requires time in England
this summer, consider applying for sponsorship from JASNA’s
International Visitor Program (IVP). During the months of
July and August 2009, the IVP will offer one fortunate JASNA
member an opportunity for an adventure that combines late 18th-
early 19th Century ambience with modern conveniences.  

While working on your personal Austen-related project, the suc-
cessful applicant will be expected to work one day a week at
either the Jane Austen House or the Chawton House Library per-
forming duties as designated. In addition, the Visitor will also
attend the Jane Austen Society’s AGM in July on the grounds of
the Chawton House Library and provide such staff assistance to
the AGM as the Honorary Secretary of the JAS may request.  

The IVP will provide our Visitor with a US$3,000 grant which
is to be used towards round-trip air transportation to England
from the continental United States or Canada, housing for four
weeks in Chawton or Winchester and miscellaneous expenses.  

Candidates for the IVP must be registered members of JASNA.
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The Joän Pawelski Fund
An anonymous donor has contributed $10,000 to JASNA in honor
of Joän Pawelski, longtime member and leader of the Greater
Chicago Region. Joän also served on JASNA’s Board of
Directors, and, as Editor of JASNA News, she instituted the
newsletter format that members enjoy today. Joän chose the
theme for the successful 2008 AGM and led the Steering
Committee in its first year of planning.

The Joän Pawelski Fund will provide a grant of $1,000 a year in
support of future AGMs. At the closing brunch in Chicago, a check
was presented to the 2009 Philadelphia AGM and accepted by
Coordinator Elizabeth Steele. Additional contributions may be
made by sending a check, payable to JASNA, to Membership
Secretary Bobbie Gay, 7230 N. San Blas Drive, Tucson, AZ 85704.
Please indicate that the contribution is for the Joän Pawelski Fund.

Weekend with 
Juliet McMaster
By Elsa Solender

JASNA-NY members hosted Juliet McMaster, Professor Emeritus
at the University of Alberta, for a whirlwind weekend of events on
September 12-14, beginning with a sale and signing of her Juvenilia
Press books at a major Borders Bookstore on Friday evening. That
program was followed by a private dinner and chat session with the
Region’s subgroup of younger members, “JASNA’s Juvenilia.”

Saturday’s events began with an elegant, catered luncheon
attended by 44 members. The program for this event was a dia-
logue (and talk-back from the audience) between Juliet and
JASNA-Past President Elsa Solender on “Sex, Power and Money
in Jane Austen’s Fiction,” the theme proposed for the 2012 AGM,
which JASNA-NY will host. 

At the regular Regional meeting, 88 members heard Juliet’s take
on “Genres of Talk in Sense and Sensibility.” In small creative
group sessions, attendees wrote “missing letters” that characters
in that novel might have addressed to “Dear Abby.” Among them
were pleas from Edward Ferrars and Lucy Steele for advice on
extracting themselves from unwanted engagements. The silent
auction of a group of original drawings by Juliet raised significant
funds for the Region, and Jean Brassil won a writing contest chal-
lenging entrants to provide a brief dialogue between a character
in S&S and another Austen character. On Sunday, Juliet joined
members at the Region’s booth at the giant outdoor Brooklyn
Book Festival for more sales, signings, and outreach.

When walking the path between Chawton Cottage and Chawton
House Library, the same route so familiar to Jane Austen, I
always felt how fortunate I was to be immersed in Jane Austen’s
beloved Hampshire, a world I entirely lost myself in while at
the Hampshire Records Office in Winchester. I read through
pages and pages of crime and punishment, celebrity scandals,
politics, sports, economics, fashions, balls, advertisements,
births, deaths and marriages in the weekly editions of The
Hampshire Chronicle 1795-1817, the newspaper the Austens
would have read.   

My weeks in England were equally divided, two days at
Chawton Cottage, two days at Chawton Library, and two days at
the Hampshire Records Office. Sundays I reserved for day trips.
My first foray was to The British Library in London to see Jane
Austen’s writing desk, spectacles, and the manuscript version
of Persuasion. I can never grow tired of Bath, and the Musgrove
sisters were not the only ones wild to see Lyme. I made pil-
grimages to Steventon where Jane Austen was born, to the
Winchester house where she died, and to Jane Austen’s grave in
Winchester Cathedral. I also attended the 2008 AGM of the Jane
Austen Society and met actress Elizabeth Garvie (Elizabeth
Bennet in the 1980 BBC Pride and Prejudice) when she visited
Chawton Cottage. It was all Jane Austen, all of the time, and I am
forever in debt to the Janeites on both sides of the Atlantic who
provided me with so many wonderful opportunities to develop as
an Austen scholar.  

If you have a project that requires research or that would bene-
fit greatly from access to primary source materials, I invite you
to submit a proposal for the 2009 JASNA International Visitor
Program. You will want to search Chawton House Library’s on-
line catalogue. In addition to The Hampshire Chronicle, the
Hampshire County Records Office has a Knight Family
Collection of papers and will soon be housing a collection of
Jane Austen’s letters. The Records Office has a website, and you
can email them with inquiries. Also, if you are interested in
museums and museum curacy or rare book collections, the
Program is an excellent opportunity to observe museum and
library professionals on the job at two top notch facilities. I
encourage you to think about how the Cottage and Library can
assist in your research but also, equally, about what you have to
offer them in return. My only regret was that I couldn’t do more
for my gracious hosts.

Thank You from Joän
I am so honored by the establishment of the Joän
Pawelski Fund and send my love and thanks to the 
person responsible. This gift will allow a wonderful
addition to AGMs for years to come.

I can never grow tired of Bath, and
the Musgrove sisters were not the

only ones wild to see Lyme.


